Ii6                  LECTURES AND ESSAYS

element or an atom we do not here mean some-
thing absolutely simple or indivisible, for a
molecule, a brick, and a nerve-process are all
very complex things. We only mean that, for
the purpose in hand, the properties of the still
more complex thing which is made of them
have nothing to do with the complexities or
the differences of these elements. The solid
made of molecules, the house made of bricks,
the nervous system made of sensori - motor
processes, are nothing more than collections of
these practically uniform elements, having
certain relations of nextness, and behaviour
uniformly depending on that nextness.

The inference of phenomena from pheno-
mena, then, is based upon an assumption of
uniformity, which In the present stage of
science may be called an atomic uniformity*

The other mode of inference which belongs
to the scientific rnethod Is that which is used in
what are called the mental and moral sciences ;
and it enables us to go from phenomena to the
facts which underlie phenomena, and which are
themselves not phenomena at all If I pinch
your arm, and you draw It away and make a
face, I infer that you have felt pain. I infer
this by assuming that you have a consciousness
similar to my own, and related to your per-
ception of your body as my consciousness is
related to my perception of my body. Now